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unlimited sufferings exhausted, I must believe, all the sensibility of my soul. And when this cbrrosive flame had completely devoured my grief, a new existence grew up in me; I no longer saw in the father of my children other than a young Prince, accustomed to see his dominating will fulfilled in everything. Knowing how little in this matter he is master of himself, he who knows so well how to be master of himself in everything to do with his numerous inferiors, I deplored the facility he enjoys from his attractions, from his wealth, from his power to dazzle the hearts which he desires to move and subdue.
" Recognise these truths, my dear Marquise," she added, " and gain, for it is time, a just idea of your position. After the unhappiness I felt at being loved no longer, I should have quitted the Court that very instant, if I had been permitted to bring up and tend my poor children. They were too young to abandon! I stayed still in the midst of you, as the swallow hovers and flits among the smoke ot the fire, in order to watch over and save her little ones. Do not wait till disdain, or authority, mingles in the matter. Do